 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR (JUDGES) AGREEMENT 2025 - 2026 
 

 
This Independent Contractor Agreement (this "Agreement") is made as of this ____  day of __________, 20_______, (the “Effective Date”) by and between MIDWEST CHEER AND DANCE, JOURNEY CHAMPIONSHIPS, TRANSCEND EVENTS, SPIRIT FX CHAMPIONSHIPS, Located at 551 Pheasant Ln, Moro IL 62067 (“MCDA BRANDS”) and: 
Name _________________________________, Address ______________________________________, 
City _________________________ State _________________________ ZIP _________________.  (“JUDGE”).  
 
The “MCDA BRANDS” and JUDGE may each be referred to in this Agreement as a “Party” and collectively as the “Parties.”  
1. a. Services. JUDGE shall provide the following services to Midwest Cheer and Dance, Journey Championships, Transcend Events and Spirit FX Championships (the “Services”): Consult on all matters related to development, launch, and services of “MCDA BRANDS’; Critique, comment, and/or score cheer & dance performances whether live, streaming, or on video.  JUDGE shall perform such other duties and tasks, or changes to the Services, as may be agreed upon by the Parties. 
b. Contingency Clause for Rendering Services
This offer is contingent upon the candidate successfully passing the required tests and providing the necessary certificates as outlined below:
I. Testing Requirements: The candidate must complete and pass the following tests, relative to the category for which they are assigned to judge, by November 1, 2025.
· Open Championships Series Building
· Open Championships Series Tumbling
· Open Championships Series Routine Mastery
· Open Championships Series Safety
· Open Championships Series Deductions
· USASF Safety

II. Certification Submission: The candidate must submit valid certificates for the following qualifications by November 1, 2025:
· Open Championships Series and/or USASF Judging Category
· AAU membership or similar background check
· Training module on MCDA Brands staff web page
· Code of Conduct
Failure to pass the required tests that are relative to the category for which you are assigned to judge or submit the necessary certificates by the specified deadlines will result in the withdrawal of this offer.
2. Compensation. JUDGE shall be compensated by the “MCDA BRANDS” for services rendered via INFINITY ALLIANCES LLC. In consideration for JUDGES’s performance of the Services, “MCDA BRANDS” shall pay JUDGE via direct deposit, in accordance to the “Judge’s Pay Scale Addendum”, at the end of each assigned event. 
The “MCDA BRANDS” will NOT withhold any sums from payments made to JUDGE for social security, unemployment, workers’ compensation or other federal, state, or local tax liabilities or contributions, and all such necessary withholdings, liabilities, and contributions shall be solely the responsibility of JUDGE LIAISON. 
3. Expenses. The “MCDA BRANDS” shall pre-pay or reimburse JUDGE for all pre-approved, reasonable, and necessary costs and expenses incurred in connection with the performance of the Services. 
a. Flight Reimbursement Clause
I. In the event that the JUDGE cancels their participation after a flight has been purchased by “MCDA BRANDS”, the JUDGE agrees to reimburse “MCDA BRANDS” for the full cost of the flight. This applies under the following conditions:
1. Cancellation Notice: The JUDGE must provide written notice of cancellation at least 7 days prior to the scheduled departure.
2. Proof of Purchase: “MCDA BRANDS” will provide a copy of the flight purchase receipt, detailing the amount incurred.
3. Reimbursement Timeline: The JUDGE agrees to reimburse “MCDA BRANDS” within 30 days of receiving the invoice for the flight cost.
II. In the event that the JUDGE changes their scheduled flight without prior authorization from “MCDA BRAND” Management, the JUDGE agrees to reimburse “MCDA BRANDS” the full amount of costs incurred for the change. As noted above, “MCDA BRANDS” will provide a copy of the costs incurred and the JUDGE agrees to reimburse “MCDA BRANDS” within 30 days of receiving the invoice.
Failure to comply with this clause may result in deductions from future payments or other remedies as deemed appropriate by “MCDA BRANDS”.
4. Term and Termination. JUDGE’S ’s engagement with “MCDA BRANDS’ under this Agreement shall commence on September 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026. At the time of termination, JUDGE agreed to return all “MCDA BRAND”  property used in performance of the Services, including but not limited to reports and other equipment and documents.  
5. Independent Contractor. The Parties agree and acknowledge that JUDGE is an independent contractor and is not, for any purpose, an employee of the “MCDA BRANDS”.  
 
6. Exclusivity:  JUDGE will not provide written team evaluation, critique, or review to any other individual or company.  This does not prohibit written comments while otherwise judging. 
 
7. Confidentiality:  a. Confidential and Proprietary Information. In the course of performing the Services, JUDGE will be exposed to confidential and proprietary information of the “MCDA BRANDS”. 
“Confidential Information” shall mean any data or information that is competitively sensitive material and not generally known to the public, including, but not limited to, information relating to development and plans, marketing strategies, finance, operations, systems, and proprietary concepts. 

b. Confidentiality Obligations. Except as otherwise expressly permitted in this Agreement, JUDGE shall not disclose or use in any manner, directly or indirectly, any Confidential Information either during the term of this Agreement or at any time thereafter, 
10. Governing Law. The terms of this Agreement and the rights of the Parties hereto shall be governed exclusively by the laws of the State of Illinois, without regarding its conflicts of law provisions.  
11. Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties hereto with respect the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all prior negotiations, understandings, and agreements of the Parties.  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed and delivered as of the date first written above.  
BY: JUDGE NAME (PRINT): 	 
 ___________________________________ 
JUDGE SIGNATURE: 
____________________________________ 
 
 

BY: KIMBERLY SCHAUB, MIDWEST CHEER & DANCE, JOURNEY CHAMPIONSHIPS, TRANSCEND EVENTS, SPIRIT FX CHAMPIONSHIPS, OWNER 
____________________________________ 
 












	Judge's Pay Scale Addendum

	
	
	

	
	New MCDA Judge
	Veteran MCDA Judge

	1 - Day Events with 45 teams or less
	
	

	Panel Judges and Stand Director
	$250.00
	$350.00

	Safety/Deduction Judge and Accuscore
	$250.00
	$350.00

	
	
	

	1 - Day Events with 70 teams or less
	
	

	Panel Judges and Stand Director
	$400.00
	$500.00

	Safety/Deduction Judge and Accuscore
	$500.00
	$600.00

	
	
	

	1 - Day Events with OVER 70 teams
	
	

	Panel Judges and Stand Director
	$525.00
	$625.00

	Safety/Deduction Judge and Accuscore
	$650.00
	$750.00

	
	
	

	2 - Day Events with 45 teams or less
	
	

	Panel Judges and Stand Director
	$500.00
	$700.00

	Safety/Deduction Judge and Accuscore
	$500.00
	$700.00

	
	
	

	2 - Day Events with 70 teams or less
	
	

	Panel Judges and Stand Director
	$800.00
	$1,000.00

	Safety/Deduction Judge and Accuscore
	$1,000.00
	$1,200.00

	
	
	

	2 - Day Events with OVER 70 teams
	
	

	Panel Judges and Stand Director
	$1,050.00
	$1,250.00

	Safety/Deduction Judge and Accuscore
	$1,300.00
	$1,500.00

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Virtual Events:
	
	

	 $250.00 for 35 teams or fewer
	
	

	$500.00 for 36 - 75 teams
	
	

	(If scoring 2 categories the pay rate will be doubled)
	

	
	
	

	**New MCDA Judge is considered someone who has judged for MCDA less than 2 full years

	**Veteran MCDA Judge is considered someone who has judged for MCDA 2 full years or more
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